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Marine and Coastal Act - timeline

Scoping

Key areas of focus 

identified to inform the 

MACA Consultation 

Paper

Consultation Paper

Development and 

release

Targeted consultation

On proposed 

arrangements in the 

new Act

Drafting of Bill

Legislation

Introduce Bill to 

Parliament

Development of proposed transition plan for non-

legislative reforms

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4

Late 2017

Completed Completed

Further targeted consultation with key stakeholders

Completed

Early 201720162015

Election Commitment

Release of proposed 

transition plan

Underway

Marine and Coastal Act - timeline



3

Building on the Past

• Success of four Victorian Coastal Strategies 

• Involvement of community and volunteers

• Minister’s consent to use and development
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Challenges

Climate change Population pressures

Ageing infrastructure
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The new and improved system
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Core Elements 

FUNCTION 1

Knowledge of 

condition of 

marine and 

coastal 

environs over 

time

FUNCTION 5

Well-resourced, 

efficient and 

effective 

management 

arrangements

FUNCTION 2

Statewide 

policy and 

strategic advice

FUNCTION 3

Regional of 

issues based 

planning (as 

needed)

FUNCTION 6

Informed 

community and 

user groups

FUNCTION 4

Clear planning 

and controls 

about access, 

use and 

development

The vision and objectives for marine and coastal environments

guide all decision making

informs

Who are aware 

of and involved 

in decision-

making across 

the system

providing 

services to and 

partnering with
applied throughinformstogether with

TRANSPARENT AND ACCOUNTABLE

COMMUNITY

VISION

A healthy marine and coastal environment, appreciated by 

all, now and in the future 
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State

• Clear objectives 

including 

responding to 

climate change 

impacts and 

involvement of 

Traditional Owners

• Simpler advisory arrangements

• Statewide marine and coastal policy, much greater focus 

on marine

• Statewide marine and coastal strategy

• Informed by marine and coastal condition reporting
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Regional

• Regional Catchment Strategies to better reflect integration 

of catchment, coastal and marine issues

• Develop expertise/skills in CMAs & Melb Water to advise 

on coastal flooding and erosion 

• Move from permanent 

advisory bodies to 

more flexible 

arrangements and 

formal partnerships 

where needed
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Local

• Continuing to support community/volunteers

• Building capacity of land managers – explore opportunities 

to simplify arrangements with communities

• Better guidance/integration of management plans

• Maintaining consents 

but reducing admin burden

and improving compliance
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