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LOWER YARRA RIVER TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES 
BACKGROUND PAPER 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Lower Yarra River is an integral part of Melbourne�s history and culture. 
 
Its mouth is a gateway to important transport and shipping activities for Melbourne 
and Victoria.  It provides a focal point for the city and a range of water-based 
activities, as well as providing an aesthetic anchor point for entertainment and 
recreation.  Further upstream, the Lower Yarra River becomes a focus for non-
powered water activities, such as canoeing, kayaking, rowing, and park based 
activities. 
 
Local appreciation for the Lower Yarra River has slowly grown over the years, as has 
its use for a range of events and activities. 
 
This growth in appreciation and use of the river has emerged with the assistance of a 
range of stakeholders who have made substantial efforts to improve the Lower Yarra 
River�s attractiveness to both locals and visitors.  Significant new facilities which take 
advantage of the river have been developed, whilst considerable planning and action 
has gone into improving its environmental state, and in managing competing uses. 
 
In recognition of its tourism potential, the Minister for Tourism and Major Events, the 
Hon Louise Asher MP, has asked the Lower Yarra River Tourism Committee to 
develop a tourism opportunities paper for the river. 
 
The paper will identify possible tourism opportunities (and particularly products and 
services) associated with the reference area: the Lower Yarra River, from Grange 
Road, Toorak to the Bolte Bridge, taking into account existing development 
objectives and broad community expectations. 
 
It is intended that the identified tourism opportunities will not be prescriptive.  Rather, 
this paper will consider opportunities as part of broader planning, development and 
investment activities. 
 
The paper will also consider the implications of other strategies on tourism and ensure 
recommendations will complement the Government�s tourism and general policy 

framework. 
 
This background paper provides material and information on some of the issues the 
Committee has identified.  Interested parties are invited to provide feedback on these 
or any other issues they believe are relevant to the development of the tourism 
opportunities paper. 
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In order to encourage a participative process, the Committee is not seeking formal 
submissions.  Rather, interested parties are invited to contact the secretariat to arrange 
an appropriate means of providing input. 
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS 
 
The following is a list of some of the stakeholders with a role in the management and 
ongoing development of the Lower Yarra River. 
 
Parks Victoria is the governing body for on-water activity and much of the 
infrastructure on the river.  As such, it plays a central role in river management and in 
enabling new river activities.   
 
The City of Melbourne, City of Yarra, City of Stonnington, and City of Port Phillip 
are the councils responsible for the area considered in this background paper. 
 
Melbourne Water is responsible for river health, water quality, and flood hydrology 
management. 
 
Tourism Victoria is the Victorian Government agency responsible for tourism policy 
and marketing issues. 
 
The Victorian Employers� Chamber of Commerce and Industry is the peak body for 
industry in Victoria, and supports tourism interests through support for the Victoria 
Tourism Industry Council. 
 
The Yarra River Business Association and Docklands Chamber of Commerce 
represent business interests in their respective areas. 
 
Destination Melbourne is the tourism industry organisation for the whole of 
Melbourne and advocates on behalf of the visitor experience. 
 
Destination Docklands provides marketing and related support for Docklands. 
 
The Yarra Riverkeepers� Association is actively involved in river health management 
activities.  
 
It is noted that a range of other stakeholders which front the river have an interest in 
its management and development.  These include: the Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, the Crown Entertainment Complex, the Melbourne Aquarium, 
Southgate, the Arts Centre, Federation Square, Melbourne Park and commercial 
passenger boat operators. 
 
POLICY AND PLANNING CONTEXT 
 
The Lower Yarra River features in a wide range of policy and planning strategies, 
reflecting its prominence in Melbourne�s economic, social and environmental spheres.   
 
The following discussion outlines some of the key policies and strategies most 
relevant to tourism activities on the river.  It is important that new tourism 
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opportunities recognise the strong interest of a range of stakeholders in the use of the 
Lower Yarra River, as represented by these policies and strategies. 
 
Tourism 
 
A 2020 Tourism and Events Industry Strategy for Victoria is being developed to 
outline the Government�s vision for the Victorian tourism industry. 
 
The development of this strategy follows the 2009 release of the National Long-Term 
Tourism Strategy for Australia, which had the aim of providing a policy platform for 
the growth of tourism in Australia.  Australia�s Tourism Ministers have committed to 

working towards achieving goals such as increased overnight visitor expenditure 
identified in the 2020 Tourism Industry Potential, released in November 2010.   
 
Destination Melbourne�s 2010 report A Review of Integrated Visitor Transport in 
Melbourne focuses on visitor mobility in Melbourne.  Particular attention is devoted 
in the report to the Yarra River and the potential for the re-introduction of a regular 
scheduled ferry service.   
 
River Uses 
 
Parks Victoria has released a range of plans and guides which are directly relevant to 
river uses.   
 
The Future Directions Plan and Recreation Guidelines for the Lower Yarra River, 
released in 2001, provides a guide for river development and uses.  The Guidelines 
offer a high level overview of development and management priorities for discrete 
sections of the river. Activities on the Lower Yarra River are considered 
in four categories: 
 Commercial operations; 
 Private powered craft; 
 Non-powered craft, including non-powered commercial craft; and 
 Events. 
 
Since 2008, Parks Victoria has utilised the Draft Two Rivers Water and Land Access 
Plan 2008 as the basis for operational and strategic planning across the navigable 
sections of the Yarra and Maribyrnong Rivers.   
 
The Water and Land Access Plan forms a key part of the Two Rivers Project.  
Initiated in 2003, the broad objectives of the Two Rivers Project are to achieve the 
following: 
 Tourism and visitor positioning emphasising the rivers as a primary destination in 

Melbourne, focusing on quality tourism and recreation products; 
 Environmental protection encompassing water quality, noise pollution, bank 

stability, litter management and vegetation management; 
 Heritage and cultural values protection for buildings, bridges and specific sites; 

and 
 Landscape protection for the various settings along the river corridors. 
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To achieve the vision for improved access both within the context of the above 
objectives and in accordance with principles of safety, equity and sustainability, the 
Two Rivers Project has focussed on the five key outputs relating to river access 
below. 

River Traffic Management Plan 

Given current trends, the capacity of the rivers to deal with increased boating activity 
is likely to be the key issue in relation to sustainability. The River Traffic 
Management Plan provides management directions to deal with this and other issues. 

Event Management Framework 

The growing demands for the holding of events on the rivers require that these events 
be well planned to minimise conflicts and disruptions to other river users. The Event 
Management Framework seeks to ensure that events meet the objectives of safety, 
environmental sustainability, tourism development and to accommodate other river 
users.  Parks Victoria�s Event Management Precincts (Recommended Activities and 
Event Directions) provides detailed guidance on the types of water based and event 
activities suited to each section of the Lower Yarra River. 

Commercial Berthing 

The commercial berthing project investigated a range of access issues for commercial 
operators including the requirements for dedicated berthing locations to collect and 
disembark passengers, ticketing facilities, overnight berthing, locations to conduct 
back-of-house operations, and support facilities. A specific commercial berth 
licensing project was undertaken to allocate the scarce berthing space.  

Dredging 

Dredging can have environmental impacts which need to be carefully managed.  The 
dredging project sought to identify the best long term sustainable approach to 
dredging consistent with the EPA Guidelines for Best Practice Environmental 
Management of Dredging. The principles of avoiding dredging wherever possible and 
minimising it where necessary are central to the recommended approach.  It is noted 
that some sections of the river urgently require dredging, particularly around boat 
landing ramps and Herring Island.  

 
Parks Victoria has also released several parks guides covering the Lower Yarra River 
and discrete parts of the river, such as Herring Island. 
 
In 2007, Melbourne Water, in partnership with the Port Phillip and Westernport 
Catchment Management Authority, released the Port Phillip and Westernport 
Regional River Health Strategy.  The strategy provides a five-year blueprint for 
Melbourne Water and key stakeholders to work together to improve rivers and creeks.  
The Strategy also identifies waterway values, threats to those values and actions to 
address these threats for all rivers in the region, including the Lower Yarra River. 
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Planning 
 
The City of Melbourne�s Future Melbourne plan (2008) outlines its long-term plan 
for the future direction of all aspects of city life. Six key goals have been set to 
achieve this vision, including: a city for people; a prosperous city; an eco-city; a 
knowledge city; a creative city; and a connected city.  The Lower Yarra River is 
recognised in the plan as part of, and a connector to, a range of key areas that require 
a special focus.  These include Docklands (on both sides of the river), Southbank, the 
CBD precinct and the central city south-east precinct (formerly Jolimont Rail Yards). 
 
Complementing Future Melbourne, specific precinct plans have or are being 
developed, and include: 
 
 The Southbank Structure Plan 2010 which focuses on improvements to public 

works as well as identifying options to amend land use, development, transport 
and mobility conditions in Southbank; and 

 The Second Decade of Docklands plan, launched in 2010, which includes the 
Shared Vision, Strategic Directions and Priority Actions.  

 
The Cities of Melbourne, Port Phillip, Stonnington and Yarra have also entered a 
collaborative partnership called the Inner Melbourne Action Plan.  This plan aims to 
make Melbourne more liveable over the next 5-10 years by implementing a series of 
strategies and actions. 
 
The Lower Yarra is identified in the plan as an important open space corridor, and as 
part of the cycling and foot traffic networks.  Parts of the river are also identified as 
relevant to visitor experiences, with the plan noting opportunities to improve these 
experiences. 
 
Yarra City Council has prepared a draft Structure Plan for the area north of the river 
generally between Punt Road and Loyola Grove.  The Plan identifies the need for 
improving existing links and developing new links to the Yarra River corridor, 
strengthening the Cremorne area as a key tourism destination for arts related 
activities, and investigating opportunities and the potential for water-based transport. 
 
Industry 
 
The Yarra River Southbank Precinct:  Business and Marketing Plan 2008-2011 is the 
second business plan developed by the Yarra River Business Association.  In addition 
to outlining the organisation�s governance, networking and membership objectives, it 

identifies a number of marketing and infrastructure opportunities which support 
further development of tourism on the river. 
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LOWER YARRA RIVER TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The past two decades have seen significant change along the banks of the Lower 
Yarra River.  This has been driven by a consistent long term goal of successive State 
and local governments to revitalise the river.  Some of the major new developments 
have included: 
 Southgate in 1992, providing a major new focus for retail and entertainment on 

the southern side of the river; 
 The Crown Entertainment Complex in 1996, extending retail and entertainment 

further down the southern bank, and providing a major new tourism destination; 
 The Melbourne Exhibition Centre in 1996, followed by the construction of the 

new Convention Centre in 2009, providing an important facility for business 
events and conferences; 

 Development of Docklands starting in 2000, and its continued expansion since, 
resulting in a range of community and visitor experiences and a significant 
increase in the number of people living and working along the river; 

 The Melbourne Aquarium in 2001, providing a new focus for tourism activity on 
the northern bank; and 

 Federation Square and Birrarung Marr in 2002, refreshing the northern CBD bank 
of the river, and providing a range of community and events spaces as well as 
connectivity to the sports precinct. 

 
These and other developments have resulted in a significant increase in use of the 
Lower Yarra River by the community and visitors.  However, the development of the 
river to its full potential is an ongoing process.   
 
The following discussion identifies key tourism, planning and development 
opportunities for the Lower Yarra River.   
 
Whole of River 
 
While the Lower Yarra River abuts significant park land it is essentially part of the 
urban setting.  This is particularly evident for the area covered by this background 
paper.  The social value of the river and its importance for events and visitors is also 
noted.  Plans to improve the health of this part of the Yarra catchment currently focus 
on reducing pollution and litter through management of storm water and runoff.   
 
State and Local government policies for the Lower Yarra River emphasise the river�s 

role as an open space corridor.  There is potential for further expansion and 
improvement of open spaces along its banks.  The river banks also provide an 
important link for the inner city�s walking and bicycle networks.   
 
The intense use of the river means that a range of interests need to be balanced in 
managing river access.  For example, the closure of the river to other users during 
competitions and festivals and low boat cruising speeds to protect rowers when 
training. 
 
The use of the river for commuter traffic is limited.  A regular ferry service runs from 
the CBD to Williamstown (with stop-off at the Scienceworks Museum possible), 
though this is primarily used by visitors rather than commuters.  A summer water taxi 
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service between Docklands and Federation Square was operated by Parks Victoria 
between 2003 and 2007.  There are no scheduled water taxi or ferry services between 
the CBD, Port Melbourne and St Kilda or upstream of the CBD.  There is however 
one charter style water taxi operator which operates on demand. 
 
In contrast, many efficient and regular water transport services exist in Sydney and 
Brisbane, with these services heavily subsidised by State Government.  The primary 
purpose of these services is for public transport, which is effective due to the 
geographical layout and alternate public transport limitations of these cities.  
Melbourne�s extensive tram, train and bus inner city public transport network will 
impact on the viability of boat transport services on the Lower Yarra River. 
 
Whole of River Opportunities 
 

 The introduction of an integrated river transport system. 
 
The river provides an opportunity to enhance transport links in the 
CBD/Docklands area.  In particular, a regular water shuttle (eg operating every 
twenty minutes) from Docklands to the sports precinct would complement the 
existing city circle tram and bus shuttle.   
 
The lack of public transport options directly adjacent to the river limits the 
connectivity of riverside locations.  Nonetheless a water shuttle would address this 
transport gap and enhance visitors� experience of the river as a destination in its 

own right. 
 
Several previous trials of a water shuttle have demonstrated that there are a 
number of challenges to a sustainable service.  These include, among other 
matters, the potential ongoing subsidies required and the impact on private sector 
river cruise operators. 
 
One option may be to tender for the private sector to operate a water shuttle.  This 
could include an element of subsidy if it can be demonstrated that there is a net 
public benefit.  Pricing and the issue of competitive neutrality would need to be 
considered in the development of the tender.  A business plan needs to be 
developed to test the viability of a water shuttle service.  While noting there are 
environmental and broader river use issues which underpin current speed limits on 
the river, the business case could also consider whether there are areas where 
higher speed limits may be feasible. 

 
The primary objective of any water transport service would need to be resolved 
prior to its introduction.  This is due to the differing requirements of regular 
commuters and tourism users in terms of price sensitivity, regularity and desired 
destinations.   
 
If a water shuttle service can be demonstrated to be sustainable, consideration 
could also be given to integrating ticketing with other public transport.  This might 
include a single ticket for the river shuttle, city circle tram and bus shuttle (though 
noting the latter two are currently free and consideration would have to be given 
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to the impacts of pricing these services).  In this respect, Myki may have capacity 
to provide a ticketing platform as the system is further refined.   
 
 River governance.  
 
There is an opportunity for a more creative and innovative approach in managing 
private sector engagement with the Lower Yarra River.   
 
Parks Victoria is most visible in managing private sector uses of the river.  
However, it must also have regard to a range of policies and legislative 
requirements which are the responsibility of other agencies and portfolios.  There 
are challenges in integrating management between these responsibilities and the 
private sector.   

 
A first step could involve a review of current coordination and consultation 
arrangements for the river.  Involving the private sector as well as relevant 
Government agencies, the objective could be a single entity with the capacity to 
provide advice and feedback across the whole of Government.   

 
 Completion of the Northbank Cycle/Walking Trail. 
 
There is a shortage of continuous cycle routes linking the suburbs with the Yarra.  
This forces riders to negotiate their own routes.  The significant volume of high 
speed commuter cyclists along the Yarra bike path poses issues in terms of safety 
and amenity and may require a management strategy to address the interaction of 
leisure and commuter traffic.  
 
There is an opportunity to make the Lower Yarra River a centre for cycling 
tourism by completing the Northbank cycling/walking trail, including recent plans 
for a cycle/pedestrian bridge under the Charles Grimes Bridge.  A continuous 
Northbank trail through the CBD would help to reduce conflict with pedestrians 
which occurs around the Southbank and Crown precincts. 
 
Opportunities also exist to improve connectivity from smaller suburban trails to 
the Capital City Trail, which follows the Yarra along much of its length. The 
cobblestones around Banana Alley could also be updated to better accommodate 
cyclists.   

 
 Signage and pedestrian movement within the precinct. 
 
Opportunities exist for the development of consistent signage to enhance 
pedestrian and cyclist movement and exploration along the Yarra.   
 
A lack of an overall signage strategy has resulted in the development of sub-
precincts over time.  There is no single entity responsible for signage.  Some signs 
refer to non-existent activities and infrastructure and some fail to take account of 
new infrastructure in the area. 
 
The City of Melbourne is currently investigating the effectiveness of current 
visitor signage.  It is therefore good timing to consider a strategic approach to 
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pedestrian movement and signage across the Lower Yarra River.   This might 
include an overarching image and identity which complements existing 
established businesses and destinations.  

. 
 Engagement with events. 
 
Melbourne�s events calendar provides a range of opportunities for the river to host 
individual activities associated with particular events.  However, currently there is 
limited use of the Lower Yarra River as a backdrop for such activities. 
 
Existing events could be encouraged to consider options to use the river and 
surrounding area.  This could include events hosted next to the river as part of a 
broader program or activities specifically using the river as part of a theme. Where 
events are planned, there should be consultation with all affected stakeholders to 
minimise disruption and maximise the benefits associated with such events. 

 
Docklands (Bolte Bridge to Charles Grimes Bridge) 
 
The Docklands is a residential, commercial and entertainment precinct.  It is identified 
by inner Melbourne councils as an area with further opportunities to attract visitors as 
development in the area continues. 
 
The northern bank focuses on Victoria harbour, and is expected to see further 
development in terms of commercial building and open spaces, with some additional 
residential property.  The harbour provides maritime facilities and a range of land and 
water based activities and events.   
 
The southern bank, Yarra�s Edge, is also expected to grow significantly over the next 
decade, with a predominant focus on residential uses and a marina. 
 
The Lower Yarra River at Docklands hosts a wide range of activities and uses, 
including waterskiing, power boat demonstrations, fireworks, rowing, dragon boats, 
canoeing, sailing and fishing.  Competitive activities and events are limited to certain 
areas and/or certain times and are regulated by Parks Victoria�s Event Management 

Framework.   
 
The river is used extensively in this precinct, which means a wide range of private and 
public marine craft are berthed in the area.  River cruises originating in the Southbank 
precinct regularly visit Docklands. 
 
Docklands Opportunities 
 

 Integration of Docklands. 
 

An opportunity exists to address the perception that Docklands and the rest of 
the Lower Yarra River are separate and distinct precincts.   
 
Development in and near Docklands is creating physical links between the two 
regions. The creation of a Melbourne Waterfront theme is also helping to 
break down the psychological barriers between the two regions, through cross-
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promotion of attractions and services.  The term �Melbourne Waterfront� is 
increasingly being used to brand the Docklands region.  However further 
opportunities should be explored to emphasise the connectivity between the 
two regions.  These could include the opportunities identified above in relation 
to transport and signage along the river.   
 

 Enhancing waterfront activities. 
 

The Second Decade of Docklands plan was launched in 2010 and details a 
number of priorities to further develop river and associated uses under the 
theme of embracing Melbourne�s waterfront.  These include:  
o delivering a Community Boating Hub in Docklands to accommodate 

longstanding community boating operations;  
o delivering the Docklands Stories Trail: a Docklands Arts Fund initiative 

that celebrates Indigenous and maritime heritage;  
o partnering to deliver the Port of Melbourne�s heritage trail throughout 

Docklands;  
o partnering to develop Harbour Esplanade and Central Pier as significant 

public destinations;  
o facilitating the delivery of regular attractions adjacent to the water 

including: fish markets, farmers markets and night markets;  
o partnering to deliver a range of affordable and accessible recreational 

activities and community events on and near the water, including boat-
for-hire operations and boating education programs;  

o partnering to deliver water-based events that attract people to the 
harbour and surrounding areas;  

o partnering to deliver floating attractions, such as floating gardens, 
markets, stages and artworks; and 

o partnering to deliver pedestrian links between Victoria Harbour and the 
Yarra River to better connect the precincts. 

 
Southbank and Northbank Precinct (Charles Grimes Bridge to Princes Bridge) 
 
The Southbank precinct developments in recent years have established the river as 
part of the City centre.   
 
Further development of residential buildings in this area will encourage more 
commercial opportunities.  However, the expectation of local residents for quiet 
enjoyment of their properties will need to be balanced against commercial 
development requirements.  
 
The southern bank of the Yarra River hosts several significant tourism developments.  
The Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre provides facilities for a range of 
business events.  It is complemented by hotels, restaurants and entertainment 
facilities, and the Polly Woodside.  There are plans to further develop the dining and 
entertainment options for both locals and visitors, particularly at South Wharf.  
Further expansion of the Centre�s business events facilities is also planned.   
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Both the Crown Entertainment Complex and Southgate continue to thrive as dining 
and entertainment destinations.  The Arts precinct has been further enhanced with the 
redevelopment of Hamer Hall to face the river.  
 
The northern bank includes parkland, hotels, the Melbourne Aquarium and some 
retail.  Connectivity with the central CBD is limited by significant rail infrastructure 
which abuts directly onto the river. 
 
Berthing facilities for commercial operators and a helipad facilitate alternative 
transport options for the CBD in this area.   
 
Northbank Opportunities 
 

 Promote the upgrade of Enterprize Park/Turning Basin as an open public 
space, including improved lighting and upgrade of the railway viaduct facade. 

 
Located opposite the Crown Entertainment Complex and next door to the 
Melbourne Aquarium, Enterprize Park is of important historical significance 
as the gateway to the first European settlement in Melbourne. The Enterprize 
is the name of the ship that carried the first settlers to Melbourne. A replica of 
the Enterprize regularly takes visitors from Docklands, Williamstown and 
Geelong.  Due to bridge heights there is no opportunity for sailing vessels to 
operate from this area, however it could be possible to place a static tall ship at 
the Turning Basin.  The introduction of finger wharves could provide 
temporary berthing for boats and encourage people to explore local attractions.  
Low bridge heights downstream mean access is limited to smaller vessels. 
 

 Further development of Banana Alley Vaults. 
 

Constructed in 1891 as part of the Flinders Street viaduct that run overhead, 
the vaults were originally used to store fruit and are currently being used to 
house fitness centres and assorted offices.  The vaults could provide an 
opportunity for new retail and entertainment activities, with better linkages to 
the river.   
 
The promenade area in front of the vaults needs work to rectify its uneven 
surfaces.  There is a small wall which acts as a barrier between the vaults and 
the river.  Flinders Walk is well presented and runs from Princes Bridge, 
however it finishes at Banana Alley.  This discourages further cycling or 
walking on the Northbank.   
 
A City of Melbourne Banana Alley Redevelopment draft concept plan (2010) 
has made a number of recommendations in relation to the site, including an 
upgrade of paved areas, improved linkages for pedestrians throughout, 
improvements to the vaults and activation of frontages.   
  

 Upgrade of Flinders Street Station. 
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There are substantial opportunities to develop the river side of Flinders Street 
Station.  Options range from temporary stalls to more substantial 
redevelopment of the whole station.   
 
The Elizabeth Street Pedestrian Underpass is a major thoroughfare and an 
important entry point for both the North and South precincts.  Currently the 
underpass is very dark, even during the daytime.  A dividing fence that has 
been added to the site adds to crowding in the underpass. 

 
An opportunity exists to renovate the underpass to improve traffic flows and 
general amenity.  It is noted that any upgrade will need to consider heritage 
issues.  The Victorian Premier has announced a design competition to develop 
and restore the Flinders Street Station precinct.  The upgrade will include the 
Flinders Street Station concourse, platforms, historic administration building 
and Banana Alley Vaults. 

 
Southbank Opportunities 
 

 Activation of Queensbridge Square.   
 

Queensbridge Square lacks amenity.  It exists largely as a thoroughfare to 
Southgate and Crown Promenade.   
 
A stage area that was originally erected to hide the Crown car park entrance is 
largely unused and has become a defacto skateboard park.  The square lacks 
the infrastructure required to host or attract significant events.  A café pod for 
the square is being constructed, and may provide the first step in the future 
enhancement of the square. 

 
 Look for opportunities to develop enhanced infrastructure on the river. 
 

Opportunities to enhance boating activity and improve berthing facilities could 
be further considered.  There is currently limited berthing infrastructure, and 
there is scope for improvements to Southgate�s Lower Promenade and the 

Federation Wharf.  This could include a floating pontoon to enhance visitor 
comfort and safety.   

 
There is a shortage of facilities for boat servicing.  Allocation of an 
appropriate area on the Yarra banks for the berthing and servicing of 
commercial boats, perhaps downstream of the CBD could improve the �back 

of house� facilities for commercial boat operators.   
 

 
Federation Square, Parks and Residential (Princes Bridge to Grange Road) 
 
This area is characterised by several parts.   
 
Immediately adjacent to the city is Federation Square and Birrarung Marr (north 
bank), and on the south bank are rowing sheds and the Alexandra Gardens.  
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Melbourne City Council recognises there are further opportunities to expand visitor 
experiences in this area.   
 
The area is also a significant focal point for a wide range of events, including 
Moomba (which includes water based events) rowing regattas and dragon boat races.  
River cruises transit through the area on their way upriver. 
 
Behind Birrarung Marr, the central city south-east precinct (formerly Jolimont Rail 
Yards) limits connectivity with the top of the Melbourne CBD and East Melbourne.  
At various times, both State and local governments have considered redevelopment 
options for this area.   
 
Further upstream lies Melbourne�s sporting precinct (north bank) and Royal Botanic 
Gardens (south bank).  Both areas are well established and any further development is 
likely to focus on enhancing the current gardens and sporting facilities.   
 
A floating helicopter landing pad adjacent to the sports precinct could supplement the 
landing pad opposite Crown Casino. 
 
From this point to the end of Grange Road, river uses are primarily rowing, canoeing, 
and cruises.  Fishing is also popular. 
 
From Morell Bridge, the south bank is dominated by residential development.  
Consequently, the potential impacts to local residents also needs to be considered in 
any changes to this area.   
 
The north bank is abutted by Citylink, which limits the use of the riverfront land.  A 
floating cycle track provides connectivity along this part of the river.   
 
Herring Island is located in South Yarra, opposite Como Park.  It is home to a 
sculpture garden and a gallery (converted from scout hall use).  During summer, Parks 
Victoria operates a ferry service to the island.  Art exhibitions are sometimes held in 
the gallery. 
 
Federation Square, Parks and Residential Opportunities 

 
 Encourage further use of the river in Federation Square. 
 
The development of Federation Square and Birrarung Marr has improved access 
to the river and the use of the Federation Wharf vaults.  Further opportunities exist 
to direct visitors towards the river through traffic management and progressive 
development of the wharf and terrace areas. Any future development around this 
site should ensure that the public space and access is maintained, and that the area 
remains a conduit for people along the river.   
 
Another boat landing at Birrarung Marr, between Federation Square and the sports 
precinct could be useful. 
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 Improve north bank interface with the river. 
 

Subject to feasibility and contractual considerations there may be options to 
develop above Citylink in the Richmond area.  Shielding Citylink traffic from 
river users would enhance the amenity of the area. 

 
 Development of Herring Island.   
 
The Island is home to a number of bird species, and other wildlife such as foxes.  
There are picnic facilities (including electric barbeques), as well as a gallery and 
environmental sculptures on the Island.  
 
There is currently limited commercial use of Herring Island, with the gallery 
available to rent for some private function activities.  There may be other possible 
commercial uses and activities that Herring Island could sustainably accommodate 
and which would increase visitation.  These might include a café, row boat hire, 

catered functions and evening outdoor film screenings.  Expanded use of the 
Island in this way would need to have regard to local community expectations and 
residential amenity.  It could also require infrastructure improvements, such as 
seating, shelter, lighting, berthing and toilet facilities.  
 
The Island is currently accessed via a small punt service which only operates on 
weekends during summer. The introduction of a more regular ferry service on the 
river would open the Island to increased visitation.  The addition of a swing bridge 
could also provide improved access to the Island, particularly if larger numbers of 
people require access for events. 
 
 Encourage the development of riverside cafes and kiosks. 
 
There is a small café situated on the riverbank, adjacent to Herring Island.  Further 
opportunities could be sought to attract additional cafes and kiosks to the riverside 
area between Herring Island and the CBD for the enjoyment of cyclists, locals and 
river users. 
 
 Develop additional berthing infrastructure along this section of the river. 
   
New berthing infrastructure on the river directly in front of Melbourne High 
School would encourage river vessels to develop connections with the Chapel and 
Church Street Precincts.   
 
It may be possible to facilitate improved access in this area in the short term by 
permitting boats to drop off and pick up passengers on the floating cycle track 
under the Church Street bridge.   

 
COMMENTS  
 
Comments can be provided to the Committee Secretariat at 
jason.bannikoff@dbi.vic.gov.au or on (03) 9653 9802. 
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