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SOUTHBANK PLAN

Southbank Boulevard open space linkA pedestrian link and linear 
park along Southbank 
Boulevard, connecting 
the Yarra River via 
Queensbridge Square, to 
the Domain and the Sturt 
Street cultural spine.

ISSUES

Excess traffi c capacity of Southbank Boulevard:   

Southbank Boulevard was designed as a through route between St Kilda Road and the CAD 
via Queensbridge, but because of its closure at Queensbridge Square, traffi c volumes are 
now low in proportion to the road space provided. This encourages excessive driving speeds 
and creates a poor pedestrian environment. Southbank Boulevard north of City Road is now 
a strictly local route. The footpaths were widened and traffi c lanes reduced in conjunction 
with the development of Freshwater Place, however the road space provision is still very 
generous. East of Sturt Street, tram tracks and a narrower road reserve limit a boulevard 
treatment.

Pedestrian amenity and facilities: 

Despite its name, Southbank Boulevard lacks the formal, pedestrian-friendly urban qualities 
of a genuine boulevard. Its variable width and alignment and irregular medians make a 
disorienting space that fails to provide a civic focus for Southbank. Pedestrian crossings are 
degraded by splayed intersections and slip lanes, and pedestrians are frustrated by wait 
times at signals. There are no bike lanes although it is the only convenient alternative to the 
Yarra promenade, where cycling confl icts with pedestrians. 

Recital Hall and MTC project: 

The old Telecom site between Sturt and Dodds Street on the south side of Southbank 
Boulevard is the site for the new Recital Hall and MTC building. The current standard of 
pedestrian amenity and the general presentation around the site is very poor as a context 
for two major performance venues.  A good quality pedestrian crossing is needed here to 
connect pedestrians to the Arts Centre. (See Project 1.)

City Road crossings: 

The Southbank Boulevard intersection with City Road is diffi cult, hazardous and slow for 
pedestrians to cross. This is worsened by slip lanes at all corners and long waiting times 
for signals. Vehicular traffi c at the intersection remains heavily congested, despite excess 
capacity in other sections of Southbank Boulevard.  This crossing is a signifi cant break in an 
important walking link to the river from the Arts Precinct.

OPPORTUNITIES:

2a.  Linear open space in Southbank Boulevard: 

Reduce traffi c and turning lanes between Sturt and Fawkner Streets. This linear park will 
include treed lawns for passive recreation and a generous walking path. Treatments could 
include a sculpture walk of artworks located at key sites along Southbank Boulevard in 
connection with the National Gallery collections, and/or temporary exhibits linked to the VCA 
to draw visitors from the Yarra promenade.

2b.  Improve pedestrian crossing at the City Road intersection: 

At all corners of the intersection remove slip lanes, reduce corner radii, reduce pedestrian 
signal waiting times and create a generous gathering space at the intersection for waiting 
pedestrians.

2c.  Generous tram stops at the new Recital Hall/MTC building: 

Provide a high quality public transport stop, particularly for night time use for patrons of the 
new performance venues and to meet requirements for universal access. 

OBJECTIVES:

1. Create public spaces that are 
attractive to local pedestrian use.

2. Improve amenity and service for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 

3. Improve pedestrian links from 
the riverside promenade to arts 
and performance facilities along 
Southbank Boulevard and Sturt 
Street.

4. Improve pedestrian crossings of 
City Road at Southbank Boulevard.

5. Contribute to the formal character 
and legibility of Southbank. 
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A schematic design of one option for Southbank Boulevard south of City Road (illustrated 
above) has been prepared by the City of Melbourne. This has been subjected to traffi c 
analysis indicating its feasibility, and public consultation indicating support for the proposal. 
The next stage is to allocate a capital works budget, prepare a fi nal design option, obtain 
formal VicRoads and planning approvals and then to prepare and implement a detailed 
design.

Easier pedestrian crossings 
of City Road at Southbank 
Boulevard

Southbank Boulevard 
transformed into a local 
park
Plan: One option for transforming Southbank 
Boulevard into a linear park and walking and cycling 
link between Sturt Street and the Yarra River.

Better pedestrian crossings of City Road at Southbank Boulevard (existing views below) are 
important to complete the link to the new Queensbridge Square and Yarra Promenade.

Existing site conditions around the proposed 
Southbank Boulevard.

Southbank Boulevard
View from Sturt Street




